
Residential Burglary 
Checklist  

 
Description/location of building 
 A verbal description is helpful when we do proffer interviews with 
suspects.  They don’t know exactly where the place was at, but they describe 
it as having a second floor balcony, or a white picket fence around the 
backyard. 
 
Victim interviewed? 
 If the offense is being reported by someone other than the owner of 
the property, we may not be getting the best description of the items that 
were stolen and we miss out on the opportunity to ask them victim-selection 
questions, or questions that might help us determine why they were targeted 
for this burglary.  This is especially important in sexually-motivated 
burglaries.  Has the victim had recent visitors or service providers in their 
home?  Where was the victim at the time of the crime?  Finally, have the 
victim take you through the crime scene as you do your walk-through.  They 
should be able to tell you what’s out of place.  That will be where you will 
concentrate your collection of physical evidence. 
 
How discovered? 
 When they woke up? When they returned home from work or school? 
A neighbor called and told them?  This information may produce other 
leads. 
 
Point of entry determined? 
 Do we have a single point of entry?  Were there other attempts to test 
other less intrusive means of entry, such as a cut screen, or an attempt to 
defeat the lock on a sliding glass door?  Once we find a point of entry, did 
we continue to check for attempts on other doors or windows?  Have we 
documented our theory concerning the point of entry with photographs and 
the collection of physical evidence? 
 
Determine time of entry? 
 Once we have established the potential time of entry through an 
interview with our victim, or victims, can we narrow the time through 
testimony from neighbors we contact during a canvass?  If our time of 
occurrence was 0800-1600 hours, neighbors might be able to help us 



establish that the burglary didn’t happen between 1100-1400 hours, when 
they were working in their garden, adjacent to the victim’s property. 
 
Last time secure? 
 (See above) 
 
Is there a suspect?   
 When we’ve done a really thorough interview with the victim, we 
sometimes uncover information that might be common to a number of 
victims, such as they all go to the same gym, or they all expected FedEx 
deliveries on the day of the burglary.  The victim may think the lanky kid 
with the pimples and red hair would make a good suspect, even though they 
can’t articulate why they suspect him.  Sometimes their instincts are as good 
as ours, so the kid may deserve a look. 
 
Has the suspect been contacted? 
 Often there is a valid reason for waiting to contact the suspect.  We 
May be waiting for him to pawn something, or we might be putting together 
clues from a number of cases we suspect him of committing.  Put it in a 
report so someone doesn’t muck things up for you. 
 
Is there a witness? 
 Don’t count little kids out as potential witnesses; sometimes their 
memories are more detailed and reliable than their parents.  Don’t bet your 
life on witness descriptions, unless they have 8 x 10 glossies to back up their 
testimony. 
 
Have all witnesses been contacted? 
 To ensure we have contacted all witnesses, we need to do good 
documentation when we do canvasses. That doesn’t have to include 
complete demographic information on everyone we contact, but our 
documentation should be complete enough to ensure that anyone who might 
have seen something, has been contacted by an officer. 
 
Where were the occupants at the time of offense? 
 (See victim interview) 
 
 
 
 



Condition of location when the crime is discovered. 
 Were the lights on, doors ajar, windows open, items moved (and a 
favorite:  was the toilet seat up in the spinster’s bathroom-[recently copied in 
a CSI episode]). 
 
Recent visitors? 
 (See victim’s interview) 
 
Other offenses nearby? 
 Is this crime part of a pattern or trend?  Don’t assume that other 
officers are aware of trends or patterns.  If you are aware of a trend, or you 
suspect a trend, be sure to point it out in your reports. 
 
Photograph crime scene? 
 See description/location of building. 
 Descriptions are important for someone who doesn’t have the photos 
in hand, but a photograph is worth a thousand words.  You can tell a pretty 
good picture story with a dozen photographs.  If your photos aren’t good 
enough, you weren’t close enough.  There seems to be a trend in the County 
Attorney’s office to No File burglary cases that don’t include photos.  They 
believe in the power of visual evidence.  While we’re talking about visual 
evidence, think about taking photos with jury appeal, such as crime scene 
photos that include family portraits, or a teddy bear next to the point of 
entry, but don’t manipulate anything in the process. 
 
Stolen property determined? 
 Get those serial numbers by hook or crook.  If you can’t get serial 
numbers, ask the victim if there’s anything that would distinguish their Dell 
computer from the millions that have been sold, such as a scratch on the 
right rear corner of the tower, or passwords that we could use to prove 
ownership. 
 
Trace evidence collected? 
 Since you’ve done a complete interview and walk-through with the 
victim, you will know where to dust for prints.  If the surface is just too 
rough to dust (even if you use magnetic powder), think about swabbing the 
surface for DNA.  Swabbing for DNA is cheap, easy, and impossible to 
explain away in court.  If nothing else, it makes for a great bluff.  Don’t 
overlook the yard, or area near the point of entry. 
 



Anyone expressed interest in the stolen items and/or location? 
 (See victim’s interview) 
 
Anything else done besides theft? 
 Was anything left behind by the person responsible? Was the property 
vandalized?  Are there signature-like similarities to other vandalisms? 
 
Anyone else have keys? 
 Again, victim interview.  How long have you lived here?  Who did 
you buy the house from?  Did you replace the locks?  Who is the landlord? 
 
Neighborhood canvass completed? 
 Obviously, the best time to do the canvass is during the time frame 
your crime occurred, so if it happened at night, go back the next night and 
see whose lights are on. Have you made arrangements to ensure that 
everyone in the area is contacted?  Do an ACI asking your beat buddies to 
continue the canvass for you and have them pass it on to the next person, 
until everyone’s been contacted.  Don’t forget about the secondary benefits 
of getting your foot in the door, as you do your canvass:  look for dope, 
develop an informant, be nosey. 
 
Pawnshops checked? 
 It takes four days, give or take some, before pawns documents are sent 
to Crime Analysis and the information is entered into the computer.  Wait a 
week and check pawns.   
 
Supplementary report/detailed ACI. 
 Keep in mind supplementary reports and statements may take several 
days to get typed even if they are made priority.  If something needs 
immediate follow up, perhaps a search warrant issued, complete a detailed 
ACI.  If you take a statement, complete an ACI summarizing the statement.   
 
Re-contact your victim. 
 Even when you tell them to call, if they find out something, they 
won’t want to bother you, so stop and see them, they may have something 
worthwhile. 


