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TAILGATE SAFE CAMPAIGN 

 

The Lincoln Police Department is teaming up with The Bridge Behavioral Health to promote Tailgate 

Safe, an awareness campaign to educate and remove the stigma of substance use disorder. 

 

The Lincoln Police Department’s top priority during football season is keeping citizens safe by preventing 

medical emergencies and stopping people who are dangerous to themselves or others.  Tailgating is a fun 

community activity and we want to protect those who are celebrating in a safe and healthy fashion.  

 

Football season can be especially challenging for individuals who are in recovery or who struggle with 

mental health disorders, with many game day events centering on alcohol consumption. The Bridge and 

LPD hope to use this campaign to suggest alternative game day activities that curb binge drinking and 

promote healthy, safe alternatives to harmful, traditional drinking patterns.  

 

“We want to continue healthy football traditions, encourage safety, and remove the stigma of substance 

use disorders,” said Tammy Stevenson, The Bridge’s Executive Director.  “Football and drinking have 

gone hand in hand for so many years, but we are changing expectations.   

 

The first topic that The Bridge and LPD will highlight is Tailgate Safe: how to enjoy game day in 

Lincoln, with a series of how-to tips shared on social media.  Future topics will include myths and 

misconceptions about addictions and recovery, and the high costs and consequences of driving under the 

influence.  

 

In conjunction with this community awareness campaign, The Bridge with host their 10th Annual Tailgate 

Straight event, featuring a chili cook-off and football watch party during the October12th Nebraska 

Cornhuskers v. Minnesota Golden Gophers game.  The event will take place in The Loft at The Bridge, 

721 K St, Lincoln, NE 68508.  
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