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ARREST MADE IN DESMOND FOWLER HOMICIDE 

The Lincoln Police Department is investigating a death reported at 9:42 a.m. on May 16th, 2019, in the 

2700 block of Holdrege Street.  The homicide victim has been identified as 47 year-old Desmond Fowler 

of Lincoln.  At approximately 7:50 p.m. last night, the collaborative efforts of multiple agencies led to the 

arrest of 22 year-old Michael Dewey at a residence in the 2200 block of South 14th for first degree 

murder and use of a weapon to commit a felony.   

The Criminal Division of the Lincoln Police Department has been working closely with the family and 

friends of Desmond Fowler.  We are keeping them in our thoughts during the tragic time.  Thank you for 

respecting their privacy and allowing an opportunity to grieve his death.   

On May 16th, 2019, at approximately 9:42 a.m., LPD received multiple calls about an adult male laying 

down and possibly injured on the southeast corner of North 27th Street and Holdrege Street.  Lincoln 

police officers arrived within one minute and immediately summoned Lincoln Fire and Rescue for 

medical assistance.  Fowler suffered a gunshot wound and was pronounced deceased on scene. 

Lincoln Police crime scene technicians processed the scene for forensic evidence and LPD investigators 

conducted interviews, canvassed the area for witnesses, and collected video evidence.  The crime scene 

encompassed the intersection of North 27th Street and Holdrege Street. LPD officers blocked off the 

entire intersection for evidence collection, and we want to thank the public for making accommodations 

and taking alternative routes during the 4 to 5 hours the road was closed. 

The cooperation of multiple witnesses, the analysis of video evidence and the diligent efforts of the 

Lincoln Police Department, Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office, the Metro Fugitive Task Force and 

assistance from the University of Nebraska Police Department led to the identification and apprehension 

of Dewey.   

An autopsy began at 8:30 a.m. this morning and investigators are continuing to conduct interviews and 

analyze forensic and digital evidence.  We know this incident began as a disturbance in the 2800 block of 

Potter shortly before the shooting.  As the investigation continues we will work to provide clarity in the 

events that preceded Fowler’s death.   



We need the public’s assistance.  Based on the facts we have learned through the investigative process we 

know witnesses with knowledge of this incident remain unidentified and we need to speak to them.  We 

also have not recovered the handgun used to take Fowler’s life.  Anyone with information is asked to 

contact the Lincoln Police Department 402-441-6000. 
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