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                                    Investigation – 5601 South 78th 

The investigation into the explosion and fire at 5601 South 78th by the Bureau of Fire Prevention and the 

Lincoln Police Department is continuing.  Based on information gathered during the initial response and 

through evaluation of the damage, Fire Inspectors and Lincoln Police Personnel determined a detailed 

search and documentation was needed.   

Lincoln Police Investigators obtained a search warrant for the damaged structure and property on 

Tuesday.  Crime scene investigators and Fire Inspectors are methodically completing the search.  This 

process will extend through today and potentially through the remainder of this week.  The extensive 

damage and recent rain have slowed our progress.  We appreciate the patience exhibited by surrounding 

home owners who are working to assess damage to their property. 

The collaborative investigative efforts, including analysis from Black Hills Energy, leads us to believe the 

cause of this incident originated within the residence.  There is no information to suggest others homes 

are in danger of this explosion being replicated and no evidence to show this was the result of negligence 

on the part of a utility service provider.  There is no ongoing threat to public safety.   

We are working on a detailed time line to know what chain of events preceded our response.  We still 

have work to do including additional interviews, expert analysis of evidence seized, laboratory 

confirmatory testing, evaluation of financial and digital records.  Anyone with relevant information 

should call 402-441-6000 and the investigative team will get back to you.  These steps will lead to more 

definitive information on the cause of the explosion.   

Jim and Jeanne Jasa remain in critical condition in a medically induced coma as of this morning. This 

tragedy has also been filled with examples of selfless service:  Heroic actions by multiple citizens during 

the initial minutes following the blast, Lincoln Fire quickly controlling the incident, Public Works and 

Parks and Recreation assisting in securing the area and in making the area surrounding the property safe 

for our personnel to continue the investigation. In addition, many neighbors are helping those with 

extensive damage, some who will be displaced from their homes for an extended period.  On behalf of our 

agency and the City of Lincoln, thank you. 


